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Birmingham: It's Not Shit
loves Birmingham, its
people, arts, animals,
buildings, parks, grass
verges, factories and bus
stops. We've even got a
soft spot for the Black
Country.

BANS runs The Brummie of
the Year Award, Talk Like a
Brummue Day and organises
odd stuff like spending all
day on the eleven bus.
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Issue One: Birth
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15 BREUM HAPPY?

Birmingham's
emotional wellbeing®
on Saturday 28th of
May 2011 06:54: 55.6
% (average)

Twice daily scores on
Twatter.

*Every ten seconds this site
reads the 1000 latest
Tweets from within a 10
mile radius of the centre of
Birmingham and rates the
words against a database.

How does this work?
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Mildly sarcastic
since 2002
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Brummie Of The Year

Danny Smith: Blues and me
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By Danny Smith

Birmingham: It's Not Shit loves Birmingham and has loads of news and features. If vou're new
. here, you may want to subscribe to our RSS feed, follow us on Twitter or get updates on bloody
. Facebook.

I was watching and saying manly things when Birmingham City almost beat Man Utd on Saturday,
but first, a story;

When I was yvounger I was deemed shy and somewhat booldsh, if vou would have asked me at the
time I probably would have more described myself as “mysterious™ or “a lone wolf” proving not only
was I a bit socially awloward, but also a bit of a tool. The cure for this, my matriarchal Nan decided,
was to get a job in a pub as soon as I was old enough. The pub was, and by all accounts still s, quite
rough. When I arrived for my first shift the manager, a lurching ex-police officer, took me to one
side and explained that the pub was mainly a Zulu* pub and if there was any trouble I should just go
get him, referring to a group of blokes in the corner he said:

“See the big one™

“Can’t miss him’ I said

‘He’s one of the Lieutenants give him whatever he wants and I'll square it with him later
Ok I said

“See im’ poinfting a particularly violent looking one with a fist full sovereign rings “he’s a mce bloke
but can get a bit nasty when he’s had a dnnk’ I didn’t want to point out to my new manager the table
of empties in front of this guy so I just nodded mv head.

*And that guy over there’ he started
‘Is Uncle ***, mv, vou know, uncle’ I interrupted

“You'll be fine” he said as he walked away leaving me to figure out the pumps and glasses myself.

I have a complicated relationship with football, and more specifically the Blues, that goes bevond me
bemng the sort of fat kid they stuck in goal when I was a child and never developing the sort of zeal
that most other men seem to have. For a start I grew up in a family that fervently supported
Birmingham City and developed an interest in the results if only so I knew what mood all the adults
would be in for the rest of the weekend. But I never really enjoved it that much, not actually disliking
it, but never really seeing the point, I never developed the appreciation of the sport just a passing
interest in the results.

This photo is currently unavailable

flickr

Birmingham City v Tampa Bay Rowdies (USA) 1980, ongmnally uploaded by footvsphere.

Not loving football 1= a uniquely alienating experience for a man. For a start it seems to be the default
conversation starter for men. who are, and lets be honest here, on the whole emotionally crippled and
socially backwards at best. A common ground that allows us to interact according to shared
experience and familiar rules. Lack of this knowledge will make most men seem untrustworthy and
somehow feminine. So a learnt to bluff a good football conversation, and learnt quick.

There was an enfire season that I went to nearly every Blues game, I was working as a secunty
guard and got to see the mner workings. Behind the scenes it was surpnismgly run-down, the playver's
tunnel bemng a concrete corndor connected with rotiing wooden gates. It was hitered with the
corpses of Samnt John Ambulance volunteers that had dared to make jokes about Steve Bruce’s nose
‘Leave them as a warning to others’ he would growl when asked about cleaning them up.

I soon became friends with the security boss and got the cushy job on the “Snatch Team’, we sat in
the observational office and were sent to eject any trouble makers or known hooligans banned from
the ground, the paid security were not the people vou had to watch, it was the unpaid stewards that
would take people to blind spots i the securitv cameras.

Since then, mainly because many of my friends are massive Blues fans, I still occasionally watch
some matches in pubs but I'm strictly there for the company and bonding that football provides not
the games themselves.

Unless it’s agamnst the Villa, I hate the Villa.

*As we all know the Zulus being the name for the hooligan gang that associated themselves with
Birmingham City Football Club so called because of the amount of black people that made up part of
the gang, which was unusual at the ime **

**does anyone else feel a weird sort of pride in that?

The opinions of Danry Smith do not necessarily reflect the views of the publishers of this blog, iis
affiliates, or any sane adult human beings. He currently lives in your cupboard, watching, always
watching.
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h Paul Bradshaw 1 wyear ago

What a wonderful article - [ can't zay much more than that. Thanks.

| Like | | Reply |

l paulashton 1 vearage

Two memories from the east side of the train traveling into town along the Bordesley Viaduct in the 1930s - the Smper
Car factory and 5t. Andrews. The former 1= long gone, the latter 15 why I am a Bluenose to this day and for ever. Yes a
great posting!

[ Like | | Reply |

Add New Comment

Optional: Login below.
D Dpisaus £ Twitter

Type yvour comment here.

OpenlD

Post as ...

Reactions

Eﬂ theaardvark 1 vearago

« From Twitter

MNote to self: comment later when not on restrictive work PC - Danny Smith: Blues and me - Birmingham: It's Not Shit
http:/icio nshy2fdk

Eﬂ peteashton 1 year ago

« From Twitter

Loving {@probablydrunk’s latest piece of Birmingham memoir: http:/bit 1yv/6%:Koa

&%) steve_micholls 1 vear ago

= From Twitter

ET @bounder: Here's {@probablydrunk on football, er ish hitp://www birminghamitznotshit co uk2010:01/ danny-
smith-blues-and-me himl

Eﬂ bounder 1 vear ago

e From Twntter

Here's [@probablydrunk on football, er ish hitp:/www birminghamitsnotshit co ule 2010/01/danny-smith-blues-and-
me.html
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Fazeley Studios, Digbeth
MT @ :
Apparently a "suspicious
package" has been
delivered & police
evacuating as precaution
,-",.""."ia @-__

A4040 Bromford Lane,
Gravelly Hil: Blocked both
directions; accident Canal
Lane/ Wolseley Drive.
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FROM BINS TALK:

Bcultural on "Beultural - A
celebration of
Multiculturalism in
Birmingham - 5th May"
Soesmix on "3 Minute
Heroes"

Bimingham Against the
Cuts on "Demonstrations
against Council Cuts"
Ghost Nation on "Strap on
Jack / True Grit - Where are
they™

Anonymous on "Strap on
Jack / True Gt - Where are
they™

BINS is mostly by Jon
Bounds, a Birnungham
based social web
consultant, producer and
writer. You can hire lum to
work on your stuff, or
follow him on twitter.
There's also the odd hit of
stuff from Danny Smith.

Feel free to send us
anything you're interested m
- or think we might be.

If vou've got gigs to
promote, best to chuck
them on the talk board.
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